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'La Mafia' mayhem invades
Upperclassmen vie for
SAC's annual Nostalgia Night
limited off-campus
study program openings

By Eliza Dhonau
Contributor
Many Taylor students are
saying goodbye to their fouryear plans and starting
from scratch.
A large increase in students applying to spend a
semester abroad has created
stiff competition and resulted in Taylor's turning down
many students’ applications.
Every semester, Taylor allots 75 spaces for students
who want to study off-campus. According to Heather
Sommer, coordinator of offcampus programs, 45 students, including at least 38
freshmen, are participating
in the Irish Studies, Applied
Missions Minor and Ecuador
programs, leaving only 30
open spots for upperclassmen wanting to travel with
other programs.
Freshman Rachel Brown,
who planned to study
off-campus, now has to rework her four-year plan and
her schedule.
“I pretty much can only
study abroad during my
sophomore year,” Brown
said. “I was going to take Jterm off next year to have
more time with my family [in
Kenya]. If I go in the spring,
I won’t have very much time
because of when the program starts.”
Despite these difficulties, Brown plans to apply
to study abroad during the
spring 2008 semester.

Not all students whose
applications were turned
down are able to reapply for
the spring.
“I took classes ahead of
time so I could go,” sophomore Lani Hartshorn said. “I
altered my whole schedule
so I could [study abroad] and
graduate on time. “
Expecting to be accepted,
Hartshorn planned to do her
practicum overseas.
Hartshorn
considered
dropping out of Taylor for a
semester and going to a university overseas on her own.
But she learned this was not
an option because her credits wouldn’t transfer when
she reapplied to Taylor, since
the program in which she
wanted to participate is one
with which Taylor already
has an agreement.
Every semester applicants
are judged on various criteria, including an application
form, an interview, a Student
Affairs reference form and a
minimum grade point average of 2.75.
According to Sommer, this
year the selection process
became more involved in
order not to exceed the cap
for students studying offcampus. She considered factors such as need, graduating class and balance in
the program.
“This semester was challenging because of the number of applicants and limited space,” Sommer said.
“I was very impressed by

the caliber of students that
were applying.”
The limit on the number of
students permitted to study
off-campus exists to prevent
an excess of tuition money
from leaving campus and reducing the money available
to support normal campus operations.
Sommer encourages students considering applying
for off-campus programs to
remember the limited number of spaces available.
Each semester, Sommer
will set an early deadline
and a later deadline for
applications. She urges those
who are serious about
studying abroad to apply
early, although this does
not guarantee acceptance.
Many of the students
whose applications were not
accepted applied for the
later deadline.
Sommer suggested considering a short trip as an alternative to a semester program. While they may not
offer the same experience
as a semester abroad, J-term,
spring break and summer
off-campus trips do not have
the same cap as the semester programs.
According to Sommer, the
early spring 2008 application deadline for off-campus
programs falls at the end of
this semester.
Any deadlines will appear on the off-campus
study Web site and on the
myTAYLOR portal.
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Above, all the performers
gather onstage for the last
song of the night, "Another One
Bites the Dust" by Queen.
Below, senior Alex Frank belts
"Come Sail Away" by Styx into
the microphone.
The theme of Nostalgia Night
2007 was "La Mafia," a spoof
of the Mob and the popular
"Mafia" card game.
Bands
played
numerous
oldies, including "Escape (The
Pina Colada Song)" by Rupert
Holmes, "The Joker" by Steve
Miller Band, "Let It Be" by The
Beatles and "Luck Be A Lady" by
Frank Sinatra.
The evening also featured
skits centering on the Mafia and
video clips of Dean of Students
Skip Trudeau as "The Boss."
"It was probably the best
group of songs and the funniest
skits I'd ever seen," senior Matt
Read said.
Photo by Ellen Koch

Klouda sues Southwestern for 'breach of contract'
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Klouda is taking legal action against Southwestern after she was fired for gender reasons last spring.

By Meggie Lyzenga
Contributor
Last spring, Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary dismissed current Taylor Assistant Professor of
Biblical Studies Sheri Klouda
because she was a woman.
Now Klouda has filed suit
against the seminary and its
president, Paige Patterson.
The legal action, filed
March 9, says Klouda was
“forced out in the spring
of 2006 because of her
gender.” She is seeking undisclosed compensation for
fraud,
defamation and

News

breach of contract.
Klouda would not comment directly on the case and
the attorney for Southwestern did not respond to phone
calls from The Echo.
“People are having a hard
time understanding that this
is not about scriptural interpretation," Klouda's lawyer,
Gary Richardson of Tulsa,
Okla., said. "It is about fraud
in the inducement and
breach of contract.”
After much prayer and
consideration, Klouda brought the lawsuit against her
former employer because of
her family’s financial situ-

ation and the seminary’s
failure to respond to the
intervention of the other
Southern Baptists regarding
her removal.
"My family's needs were
directly related to my loss
of employment," Klouda,
who is married and has one
daughter, said. “I would have
preferred that the matter was
handled privately ... the Bible
speaks both to moderation in
using civil courts and witnesses to the administration
of justice [and] ethical behavior among believers towards
one another."
After her removal from the

seminary faculty, Klouda accepted a position at Taylor.
Her move from Southwestern to Taylor affected her
faculty status and salary, but
she said she is committed to
serving in her new place of
ministry among the students
at Taylor.
Southwestern elected Klouda to the faculty on a tenure
track in 2002. A year later,
Southwestern elected Patterson the new president of
the seminary.
According to The Dallas
Morning News, previous
statements made by Patterson that his theology faculty
members were “God-called
men” caused Klouda to be
worried for her position.
Klouda said Patterson assured her that she would not
lose her job.
According to the lawsuit
and her attorney, these statements led her to believe she
could confidently hold her
faculty position as a female.
But over the next few
years, Patterson extended his
interpretation of 1 Timothy
to the seminary and decided
that professors in the seminary needed to be male.
In April 2006, the seminary did not renew Klouda's contract.
In response to the university’s decisions, many within
the Southern Baptist convention contacted the seminary. They called for President Patterson to address

the situation and restore
Klouda’s position.
Several blog discussions
among Southern Baptists
erupted with passionate responses on both sides of
the issue.
“What bothers me is the
extraordinarily
restrictive
views of certain leaders in
our convention regarding
women,” blogger Wade Burleson said in defense of Klouda. One of Burleson’s blog
posts received hundreds of
responses and remains a
source of debate.
“I appreciate the letters of
support as well as hearing
from those who disagree,”
Klouda said.
Despite the challenges of
the suit, Klouda hopes the
Christian community benefits from it.
“[I] hope to open and encourage dialogue within the
Southern Baptist convention
and evangelicals in general
concerning the roles of women in academic institutions
and ministry,” she said.
She said she harbors no
malice toward the school
or Patterson.
“It is a matter of principle,”
she said.
Klouda began teaching at
Taylor last semester.
“The Taylor University
community is very pleased
to have Dr. Klouda on our
faculty,” Director of Print
Communications and Media
Relations Jim Garringer said.

“Her distinguished academic
record, credentials and deep
understanding of the Scripture make her a great fit for
our biblical studies, Christian education and philosophy faculty.”
Taylor
Provost
Steve
Bedi agreed.
“Although the circumstance that precipitated her
employment at Taylor was
personally difficult for Dr.
Klouda and her family, we
are attempting to encourage
and support her in making a
good transition and adjustment to the university and
our community,” he said.
“We are very pleased with
the informal, unsolicited
reports from her students
regarding her exceptional
teaching capability we regularly receive.”
Klouda is excited about
working at Taylor.
“Taylor is my new place of
service and I take my commitment to the students and
the institution seriously,” she
said. “I am grateful for the
support of the Taylor community during this very difficult decision."
*Burleson’s blog posts and discussions can be found at http://kerussocharis.blogspot.com/.
** Some information compiled from
The Dallas Morning News, “Gender Suit Hits Seminary” by Sam
Hodges. March 9, 2007.
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Left: Freshmen Nate Puls and Jack
Reed and sophomores Matt Ebright
and Zach Meyer rock out in 1980sstyle wigs to "The Final Countdown"
by Europe.
Below: Freshman Luke Collins and
sophomore Brandon Fitzsimmons
present their personal ad in "Escape
(The Pina Colada Song)" by Rupert
Holmes.

“When the lights
were down, I was like,
'This is awesome.' I
felt like the rock star
I've always wanted
to be.”
-Jeff Goodman-

Left: Sophomore Jeff Goodman
shakes his hips to "Another One
Bites the Dust" by Queen.
Below: Junior Andrew Dawdy
bats his ball of yarn as IWU's
mascot while juniors Steve Conn,
Mark Heydlauff and Josh Porter
contemplate his capture.
Below Left: Senior Ben Taylor
sings about Facebook poking in
Steve Miller Band's "The Joker."

“The level of excellence was set by the
first act and maintained throughout the
whole show.”
-Dan Swartz-
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“It's exhilarating to be
out in front of everyone.”
-Michael Goodrich-

“I think the songs
this year have a lot
more variety and the
musicianship has
been a lot better than
previous years.”
-Cam Brennan-

Far Above: Juniors Steve Conn, Mark Heydlauff
and Josh Porter discuss their plan to kidnap IWU's
mascot for ransom money.
Above: Sophomore Luke McClain and junior Sarah
Hughey prepare for "Leaving on a Jet Plane," a
song by Peter, Paul and Mary.
Right: Students pose as Pink Floyd and protest
education in "Brick in the Wall."

News

Above: Freshmen Matt Morgan and Mark
Alhajj, senior Nick Boyers, sophomore
Taylor Barkley and junior Michael Goodrich
say they've found "Just What I Needed" in
a song by The Cars.
Right: Seniors Renae Timbie, Kinsey
Fennig, Marcia Ghali and Laci Liggett tell
women looking for love "It's in His Kiss."
The women performed Betty Everett's
1964 hit.
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Focusing on: physical education and human performance
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Assistant coach Denise Johnson and professors Steve Wilt and Angie Fincannon meet with the rest of the department's 15 faculty members
for a departmental meeting in the newly-renovated conference room on the third floor of Don Odle Gymnasium.

By Lauren Hartshorn
Features Editor
Housed within Don Odle

Gymnasium, the Kesler Student Activities Center and
the Field House is the Department of Physical Education

and Human Performance,
an entity that Department
Chair Angie Fincannon says
is
often
misunderstood.

Dollar $mart: Insurance plans
should fit individuals' needs
By Kate Yoder
Contributor
Students face daily pressures of classes, tests and
myriad extracurricular activities, which leaves little
time to think about other
things – much less life and
health insurance.
Since full-time students
often stay under their parents’ insurance plan until graduation, forgetting
about insurance isn’t initially detrimental.
But after graduation, students face prospects of paying for doctors’ visits and prescriptions. Once married with
children, these same former
students will have to plan for
the possible sudden death of
themselves or their spouses.
According
to
Associate Professor of Business
Scott Adams, life insurance
policies will be cheaper
the sooner a student begins saving.
Life insurance policies
come in two types: term life
insurance and permanent
life insurance.
Term life insurance means a
person pays a premium once
a year and receives sufficient
coverage for a certain period
of time. These policies cost
as little as $100 to $200 a year
and can be purchased in five,
10, 20 or 30-year increments.
According to Adams, this
is the cheapest option and
works best for younger families looking to protect themselves against loss of income
or death of a spouse.
Permanent life insurance
never expires as long the customer pays the premiums,
and it does not run out if an
unexpected disease prevents
a person from getting insurance later in life.
It also comes with an investment vehicle, which, according to Adams, does add
value over time, but cheaper
ways to invest money exist.
For most college graduates,
buying life insurance is not

Features

critical since they probably
do not have much insurable
interest, Adams said.
“Looking down the road,
getting married in the next
few years, buying a term insurance policy now is going
to be cheaper than waiting
another five years,” he said.
“As soon as you start having
kids and a mortgage, you will
definitely need it.”
If students will need life
insurance in a few years, they
need health insurance now,
according to Payroll Services
Manager Janet Deavers. Most
jobs offer health benefits,
and the types or amounts of
these benefits can depend on
where an employee lives and
his or her stage of life, Deavers said.
The cost of health insurance and the benefits that
come with it may depend on
the size of the company.
“If you’re working for a
smaller company with only
30 employees, they can’t afford all the bells and whistles
bigger companies can,” Adams said.
Many companies offer a
“cafeteria-style” health plan
where employees select their
types of coverage based on
their personal health and the
health of their family.
To pay for these health benefits, some companies take
out money before taxes from
a weekly or biweekly paycheck and put it in a flexible
spending account. This allows the employee to pay for
medical expenses out of that

account rather than out of
pocket.
Students who leave Taylor
without a job or with a job
that does not cover health insurance can buy health insurance independently.
“Go with a more reputable,
popular company and look at
the different premiums and
deductibles you might have
to pay,” Deavers said.

Many companies offer a “cafeteria-style”
health plan where
employees select their
types of coverage
based on their personal health and the
health of their family.
Many Taylor students do
not think about insurance after school.
“I haven’t thought a ton
about it. Hopefully I’ll find
a job that includes benefits,”
senior Kerrie Schene said.
“Health is more the immediate need; I don’t have much
to leave anyone.”
Adams
suggested
an
option for students confused
about
life
and
health insurance.
“This is something worth
sitting down and asking
someone who actually knows
[about life and health insurance],” Adams said. “It’s OK
to ask advice on those kinds
of things from someone who
knows, because it makes a big
difference. Don’t risk going
without it.”

Recapping the steps to success:
1. DO determine your level of insurance need
2. DO decide between term and permanent life
insurance
3. DO investigate what health insurance options
your employer provides
4. DO choose a reputable insurance company if
your employer does not provide insurance
5. DON'T put off getting insurance
6. DON'T avoid seeking help and advice

While the PHP department
is closely tied with the athletic programs – many sports
coaches are professors in the
PHP department and the
two share facilities and office
space – they are distinct from
one another, Fincannon said.
Instead of consisting soley
of Taylor’s intercollegiate
athletic program, the PHP
department offers its 125
students degrees in three major areas: health and physical education for kindergarten through 12th grade,
sport management and exercise science.
PHP majors are visible on
campus in many capacities,
including personal training
and employment in the Well
through the department’s Fit
into Health program.
The department also offers
a coaching certificate to interested students. According to
Fincannon, this certificate is

“one of the best kept secrets
on campus” and is applicable
in a variety of settings, from
education to missions.
PHP graduates have become teachers, missionaries, personal trainers and
coaches. One student got an
internship with the Olympic
committee in Colorado, and
numerous students are employed by major and minor
league sports teams.
If they pursue graduate
school, many majors become
physical and occupational
therapists and nutritionists.
Fincannon stressed the importance of each area of the
major, affirming the significance of all jobs having to do
with fitness and wellness.
“Sometimes people think
that physical education is a
bunch of people who weren’t
interested in any other academic vocation,” Fincannon
said. “I think that, quite on
the contrary … now more
than ever, there’s a need
[for our department]. Obesity in our society is an epidemic. Physical education
is more important now than
ever before.”
Junior Nate Miller, a physical education major, said he
has wanted to be a teacher
since middle school. After
graduation, he wants to teach
in an elementary school and
possibly coach at the high
school level.
“I think I would like to
teach elementary-age students because generally they
are more impressionable, cooperative and excited to be
there,” Miller said. “Also, I

would get to use the parachute. I mean, honestly, who
didn’t love playing games
with the parachute in elementary school?”

“Sometimes people
think that physical
education is a bunch
of people who weren’t
interested in any other
academic vocation ...
[but] physical education is more important
now than
ever before.”
-Angie FincannonSenior Kira Olson, an exercise science major, echoed
Fincannon’s thoughts on the
importance of physical activity. Olson chose her major
because of her love of sports
and exercise.
“I also love how practical
and applicable the field of
nutrition and exercise is to
everyday life,” Olson said.
“As Christians, the field provides an opportunity to impact people’s lives physically,
emotionally and even spiritually as we share motivations
for fitness beyond maintenance of one’s appearance.”
Fincannon said the Christian perspective of the PHP
major is one of its strongest
attributes.
“Why not train people
in sport management to be
ethical … instead of cheating
people and not representing
people?” Fincannon said. “I
think that we have a big job
to do … As departments go,
we’re doing great things out
here.”
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'Children of Men' may define a generation
By Josh Porter
A&E Editor
Before Daniel Craig became
James Bond in the spectacular “Casino Royale,” rumors
circulated that Clive Owen
(“King Arthur,” “Inside
Man”) was considering the
role. He turned it down to do
“Children of Men.”
While Owen would have
made a suave British assassin, his role in “Children of
Men” is more multi-dimensional. He plays a London
citizen in 2027, several years
after mankind has lost the
ability to reproduce. He lives
a decently privileged life in
a chaotic world, but is soon
charged with the task of leading a newly discovered pregnant woman, the only one in
the world, to safety.
The premise is intriguing,
but “Children of Men” rests
squarely on the shoulders of
its lead actor. Owen’s character, Theo Faron, serves
as the reluctant but noble
hero, while also bridging the
gap between the audience
and the film’s breathtaking
world. His character offers
something tangible, a sort of
everyman to whom viewers
can relate. His spiritual journey from passive observer to
dauntless protagonist is one
of the most gratifying parts
of the film.
“Children of Men” is not
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"Children of Men" received an R rating for strong violence, language, some drug use and brief nudity. It is no longer in theaters, but is
scheduled for release on DVD and HD DVD on March 27.

the typical science fiction cyberpunk film. It introduces
some imaginative futuristic concepts and locales, but
the movie's cinematography
overshadows these and contains some of the most memorable images ever on film.
Charred, smoldering corps-

es of cattle fill a field. Rocks
hurled by a rampant angry
mob silently bounce off the
plastic windows of a train.
Skirmishing soldiers in a
war-torn city go silent at the
sight of the first newborn
baby in nearly two decades.
The movie contains dozens

of moments like these, and
they are beautiful, breathtaking sights to behold.
With “Children of Men,”
director Alfonso Cuarón
(“Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban”) equals
the extraordinary vision of
films like Steven Spielberg’s

“Minority Report” or Ridley
Scott’s “Blade Runner.” Cuarón’s film has a believable
quality that many near-future
films lack.
Cuarón uses few cuts and
edits, taking on the daunting
task of filming many scenes
all in one take, on one cam-

era. This approach, combined
with camera motion reminiscent of battle scenes in “Saving Private Ryan,” creates a
truly immersive experience.
Cuarón effectively puts the
audience straight into the
thick of the action. The camera moves with natural and
fluid motions, representing
the viewer as a direct observer. In scenes with several
points of action happening at
once, the camera flows effortlessly back and forth between
them, in exactly the way the
viewer anticipates.
“Children of Men” raises
some compelling and important issues regarding unnecessary extravagance, sacrifice
for the common good, and
the importance of every human life. It may prove to be
one of the most important
films of this generation.
“Children of Men” had a
budget of $70 million, but
has only made $35 million in
U.S. theaters since its Dec. 25
release. Despite its critical acclaim and enormous audience
interest, Universal Pictures
oddly restricted the film’s
release to around a thousand
theaters, rather than the typical three thousand.
The film will be released on
DVD and HD DVD on March
27, and anyone interested in a
transcendent film experience
should consider buying it.
(Movie Rating: 10 out of 10)

The Snappy Comeback: a Q&A for A&E PeopleRadar feeds social
By Josh Porter
A&E Editor
Q: What do you think of
the recent trend of toys and
action figures' getting made
into big-budget films?
- Trevor Kight, junior
A: That’s a great question, Trevor. I was big into
Legos and K’NEX as a kid,
but having never played
with Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles or Transformers
action figures, I think I have
a pretty objective viewpoint.
I think it’s a lot like any
subject for film: It depends
on the interpretation. When
filmmakers adapt a novel
into a movie, they face the
challenge of taking something that’s usually very
long and detailed and compressing it into two hours
while still remaining faithful
to the source material.
On the other hand, the
makers of action figurebased films have a very different challenge. Instead of

drawing from hundreds of
pages of text, they have a
few hunks of molded plastic
as inspiration. This leaves
things like plot, soundtrack
and camera work wide open
for creative license.
I haven’t seen “TMNT” yet,
but judging from the barrage
of previews forced upon me
during Adult Swim, filmmakers are not really doing
anything unique with the
concept. They’re basically
trying to “capture the essence
of the toy line.” And let’s not
kid ourselves: This “essence”
just doesn’t exist.
Think of the target market: young pre-teens who
eat up any big blockbuster
they’re given. These are the
same kids who went through
something like nine different
interpretations of the Power
Rangers TV series and loved
every minute of it. They’re
not going to care about continuity with the TV show,
or accuracy in the modeling of the computer-generated characters. They want

improbable fight scenes riddled with clever and snappy
remarks from their cookiecutter heroes.
The makers of “TMNT”
should have improved the
visual style, not based on the
franchise so far, but based
on what makes an entertaining film. Who cares about
“capturing the essence of the
toy line”? Those are action
figures, and this is a film.
Give us something original,
and maybe you’ll attract an
audience other than actionobsessed boys hyped up on
Sour Patch Kids.
This
is
one
thing
“Transformers” is clearly
doing right. It’s a film based
on the concept of alien robots that mimic the appearance of earth vehicles. It’s
not based on some ambiguous whimsical vibe. The previews for “Transformers”
make it appear to be a
wildly imaginative film
with an added maturity that
“TMNT” clearly lacks.
Director Michael Bay (“The

Island,” “Bad Boys II”) obviously wants to make an
engaging film, and he might
just succeed. The robots in
the movie bear little resemblance to the action figures,
but if they did, the film
would likely have the visual
flare of a straight-to-DVD
“Power Rangers” movie.
Steven Spielberg is an executive producer on the project,
and he’s perfect for the job.
From the previews I’ve seen,
the film seems to combine
the frightening moments
of “Jurassic Park” with the
imaginative
production
design of “Close Encounters
of the Third Kind” and “War
of the Worlds.”
To sum it up, Trevor, action
figure movies aren’t naturally a bad thing, but filmmakers need to adopt a different mindset than what
they usually have. These
franchises are just begging
to be re-imagined, revamped
and trifled with. For a toybased film to do anything
else would be a cop-out.

Photos courtesy of rottentomatoes.com

"TMNT" (left), the computer-animated film based on the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles action figures, premieres in theaters this Friday.
"Transformers" (right), the live action/computer animated film based on the Transformers action figures, premieres July 4.
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networking addiction
By Megan Baird
Editor-in-Chief
Stalking has reached a new
level: Facebook members can
now rate their friends’ hotness using a 10-point scale
on PeopleRadar.com.
“Find the hottest girl/guy
in your university, and even
the world,” the PeopleRadar
Web site declares.
Let the madness begin.
Users have to agree to
be rated before people can
anonymously judge their
attractiveness, and currently
over 3 million people are
members. Either these people are desperate for assurance that, indeed, they are
as pretty as their mother say,
or they’re just stalkers with a
lot of free time.
Speaking from experience,
I’ll say the latter.
Once logged on, users can
see people who share their
score, view the top ten hottest people at Taylor and
track the universities with
the highest average rating.
I currently have a rating of 4.4 after 13 votes. If
I based my worth on this
rating, I would be feeling
pretty depressed right now.
Luckily, I have risen above
my score by telling myself I
have a great personality. (It’s
what my friends always tell
me, anyway.)
PeopleRadar also allows
members to reveal their
“secret crushes.” Always
wanted to tell that cute guy
or girl who sits by you in
chapel how you feel about
him or her?
“You can find out if your
feelings towards someone
are mutual, without risking
your friendship with them,”
PeopleRadar.com says.
Say Suzy secretly likes Billy.
Suzy clicks on the “secret
crush” button under Billy’s
picture and adds him to her
“secret crush list.” If Suzy
so chooses, PeopleRadar will
then send Billy an anony-

mous email telling him
someone has a crush on him.
If Billy has not added Suzy
to his secret crush list, the
story ends here – no senior
scramble for these two.
But say Billy also has added
Suzy to his secret crush list.
When they next log on to
PeopleRadar, a message
telling them they are each
other’s secret crushes will
appear. An engagement
preceded by a quick walk
around the loop will follow.
The secret crush list has
united over 3,800 people,
according to PeopleRadar.
com. Just how many of these
couples are legitimate is
another matter.
Taylor students are apparently not immune to the
effects of PeopleRadar, as the
fad spreads rapidly throughout the campus community.
“I went to the Web site to
see what people were talking about, and it asked me to
rate this guy from a scale of 1
to 10,” senior Natalie Roberts
said. “I don’t even know the
guy, even though he’s one of
my Facebook friends. It’s just
so weird and creepy.”
Junior Kate Todd was a
member before deactivating
her account.
“I think it’s another lame
way to waste time,” she
said. “I also think that it is
a flawed rating system, so
really, we’re doing nothing
but making another popularity contest.”
Senior
Jordan
Zandi
has mixed feelings about
PeopleRadar.
“On the one hand, it works
as a commentary on our vain
and shallow society – particularly high school to collegelevel citizens – and makes
me want to puke in a corner,” he said. “On the other
hand, no one is being forced
to log on to PeopleRadar, so
if you don’t like it, then don’t
log on.”
I’d give that opinion an 8.5
out of 10.
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Souls do not begin at conception

By Amy Watkins
Columnist
Ask the average evangelical Christian why they are
opposed to abortion, and
they will probably tell you,
“Life begins at conception.”
But in reality, it is not mere
life that we are interested in
protecting, or all of us would
be vegetarians.
Human beings are unique
because they have eternal
souls, and because of this
they have a right to live.
This line of reasoning has
been the foundation of the
anti-abortion movement, but
it suffers from an inherent
flaw: Souls do not begin at
conception.
Let’s start with something
that all Orthodox Christians
can agree on: Souls do not
pre-exist, nor are they merely
another biological aspect determined by DNA. They are
essentially created by God
and granted to the developing human being.
But while most evangelicals today assume that “ensoulment” occurs at the moment of conception, this is
actually a relatively new position in the history of Christian doctrine.
While the abortion of fetuses after the early stages
of development has always
been condemned by both
Scripture and the church, major Christian thinkers such as
Augustine, St. Jerome and
Thomas Aquinas all held to
the concept of “delayed ensoulment.” This refers to the

idea that an embryo does not
immediately have a soul, but
acquires one at some point
during the early developmental stages.
It was not until 1869 that
the Roman Catholic Church
embraced the idea of the soul
being acquired (or infused)
at conception.
But that begs the question,
were the views of the church
fathers a result of their limited knowledge of science?
The past century has provided us with a wealth of

Our enhanced scientific knowledge
supports the idea of
delayed ensoulment.
information on the various
stages of human development and the complexity of
even the smallest organisms.
Does this not suggest that
personhood begins at the
moment of conception?
Actually, I believe our enhanced scientific knowledge
supports the notion of delayed ensoulment.
For example, a blastocyst
can be split in half well into
the second week of pregnancy, forming a set of identical
twins. In order to maintain a
belief in immediate ensoulment, one must then make
a choice: either (1) a single
soul has been split in half to
form two souls or (2) there
were already two souls in the
same primitive organism.
Another key factor is the
development and functioning of the brain, which does
not happen until at least 40
days into the pregnancy.
This may at first seem like
an arbitrary distinction until
one considers the fact that
an adult who has no brain

activity is considered to be
clinically dead. It is hard to
accept the idea that an organism without cognitive function can also have a soul.
Many prominent scholars
and scientists have suggested other points, or moments,
for ensoulment: the implantation of the embryo in the
uterus, the beginning of independent movement and
the ability to survive apart
from the mother.
These ideas are not as convincing to me, but they are
certainly worth considering.
I leave you with this question: Assuming you believe
that souls are granted at conception, why do you hold
that view? Is it because you
have researched the topic
and come to that conclusion,
or is it because that is what
you have always heard?
If nothing else, I hope
I have shown the issue of
when life begins is hardly
black and white. No verse
in Scripture directly states
when ensoulment occurs.
We should never be afraid
to question our beliefs or examine them under the penetrating light of the truth. A
doctrine born out of ignorance is not worth the paper
it is written on.
But if we dare to open our
minds to new ideas and scrutinize them to the fullest extent, I think we will find that
even those beliefs we choose
to maintain will be all the
more valuable to us.
(I am indebted to the following sources for much of
the information in this article: “Moral Choices” by Scott
B. Rae, http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Prenatal_development and http://www.religioustolerance.org/abo_hist.
htm.)

Open house vandalizes relationships

By Marc Belcastro
Opinions Editor
I believe we need to rethink the strictures of openhouse stipulations. While I
do not believe they should be
altogether removed — they
do serve a useful purpose
— I think they are in need of
some revision.
As the headline suggests,
on-campus open house hours
in their current form tend to
vandalize the possibility of
platonic male and female relationships more than they
facilitate them. In different
words, it seems to be increasingly difficult for one to engage in a platonic relationship given the present open
house rubric. Such few and
infrequent hours detrimentally limit opportunities for
men and women to associate
comfortably.
To clarify, on-campus open
house regulations are not
directly responsible for this
problem; they just seem to
make the problem more difficult to overcome.
While a more complete
discussion of this problem
is probably best kept for a
separate article (although a
little needs to be said), the
problem at issue entails our

— we students’ — tendency
to complicate, or directly inhibit, the formation of platonic relationships.
We do so, in part, because
social convention has conditioned us to do so, conditioned us to assume when
an individual of the opposite
sex seeks to befriend another,
that individual is attempting
to express romantic interest.
We are quite ready to dismiss
the possibility that this individual simply wants to be
friends, to initiate a platonic
relationship. It appears that
we are the real vandals.
Because of the infrequency
of on-campus open house
hours, students are not permitted adequate time to socialize and become familiar
with people they have never
met. Instead — and there is
nothing wrong with this in
itself — because the window
is small and the hours scarce,
students naturally associate
with people they have already met and know.
If Taylor's administration does not allow students
much open house time, they
constantly reinforce this social conditioning. The only
other opportunities for students of opposing sexes to
associate are limited to class
(not the easiest time to make
friends), the Student Union,
library and the Hodson Dining Commons. Not necessarily the greatest prospects.
(This is, of course, excluding
off-campus locations.)

Since interaction between
men and women is so restricted, if I, for example,
want to have a conversation
with a woman, it is unlikely
that I will (1) run into her
and, (2) more importantly,
run into her at time conducive to conversation. My best
option is to call her or send
her a witty Facebook message, but in doing so I encounter the obstacle of social
conditioning.
Why else would a guy call
a girl if not to pursue her
with (cue the music) storybook romance and (zoom in)
silver screen passion? Is it
too preposterous to believe

God’s grace concerning salvation. If one should choose
to be a Christian so one can
avoid hell and achieve heaven, thereby using God as a
rescue device, I believe God
will even graciously honor
that and grant one the free

gift of salvation.
God has every conceivable
right to make the terms of
salvation whatever he pleases, but, instead, he stoops to
extend a grotesquely indecent people eternal life in a
very grace-imbued fashion.

Students are not
permitted adequate
time to socialize and
become familiar with
people they have
never met.
a guy and a girl can get together under platonic circumstances to enjoy the thrill
of decent conversation?
If we are not all completely
out of our heads — which I
do not think we are — and
believe this to be possible,
why not start with the modification of open house hours
to make this more feasible?
The conditioning promulgated by social convention
might also be counteracted,
successfully eliminating the
saboteur of vandalism.

A very quick thought on God's grace
By Marc Belcastro
Opinions Editor
The following serves as a supplementation to my article on your right.

Very briefly, I would like
to mention an exquisite and
humbling dimension of
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Living inside the bubble
By Kelsey Dufendach
Columnist
At the first chapel of the
new year, Jay Kesler stood
before us and said our lives
at Taylor University are real;
we do not live in a bubble.
I understood his point,
but I struggled with my contradictory feelings that our
bubble, in actuality, provides
a shelter for us.
Now that I am not studying on Taylor University’s
campus, I have come to this
conclusion: We do live in a
bubble, but not the kind at
which we cringe or try to
leave. We live in the shelter
of those who love and care
for us.
Yes, life is real, and it is
hard. We are not protected
from the pain of living in a
sinful world, but we are surrounded by friends who care,
classmates who offer support
and a staff who seeks to help
us realize our full potential
in order to make our dreams
come true.
Being away from Taylor’s
bubble has taught me the
true value of that which I
constantly took for granted. I
am blessed to still be studying in a place where my faith
is important.
This semester I am a student at the Contemporary
Music Center in Massachusetts, which is one of the Best-

Semester programs through
the Council for Christian
Colleges & Universities. I am
encouraged and stretched
daily by fellow believers
around me.
The reality that hits me is
that I will not always have
this kind of encouragement. I will not always live
in a bubble surrounded by
people who share my convictions. As real as life is in
Upland, Ind., or on an island
off of Cape Cod, Mass., there
is something we will not consistently have when we are
done with college.
This bubble we work so
hard to not name, and yet
love to live in, has become
our safe haven. We are always connected to it, and we
find a secure haven within its
secure confines.
As much as we would like
the bubble to surround us
wherever we go, it does not.
My first few weeks at the
CMC, I felt very out of my
element. Those I held close
were a thousand miles away.
I was away from the Taylor
bubble I had worked so hard
to deny, and because of that I
felt a deep void in my life.
However, I have become a
part of a new community of
believers where my faith can
grow. I find myself within
the walls of a new and very
different bubble, yet a bubble
of Christian community just

the same.
You see, we at Taylor resist
the stereotype of “living in a
bubble,” and yet in a way it
is unavoidable. I would encourage Christians to make
sure they are always living
in a bubble – not, as Kesler
said, a bubble that keeps us
protected from the reality
of life, but in a bubble that
helps us through the harshness of life.
This bubble may include
your roommate, your wing,
your floor, your classmates,
your professors, your church
or your family. It is a bubble
of believers who surround
you with encouragement, accountability and love.
This bubble will not protect you from pain, but it will
pray for your healing. It will
not stop the reality of life
from hitting you, but it will
encourage and support you
through the trials.
Although, as Kesler said,
Taylor University should not
be a bubble of exclusivity, it
is a community of which I
will always be a part, a fellowship for which I will always long.
I encourage all of us to
continue to grow, stretch and
be challenged through this
bubble of believers by which
we are so privileged to be
surrounded.

fatally wrong — about the
doctrine of heaven, of which
there are numerous references, then the validity of
the Bible cannot be trusted.
But if the validity of Bible is
devastatingly compromised,
the other important points of
Scripture, such as those that
directly pertain to salvation,
could also be quite false.
The Christian faith, consequently, would be founded
upon a collection of lies,

which is why I would not be
a Christian if there were no
heaven; many of the most
important truths contained
in Scripture would, then, collapse in on themselves.
Since the question Moriarty presented is self-defeating,
perhaps we should think of
the purpose comprised in the
question in different terms.
After all, I think he presents
a very worthy question for
all believers to contemplate.

'Would you still be a Christian
if there were no heaven?'
By Marc Belcastro
Opinions Editor
I would like to broach a
thought or two in response
to an article by Sean Moriarty entitled “Considering
Christianity from a different
perspective” that appeared
on this page on March 9.
Moriarty's article took the
unique form of a dialogue
between two individuals: a
Christian and a non-Christian. Both of them discussed
the topic of Christianity, particularly the reasons why the
non-Christian chose to adhere to the teachings of Jesus
Christ while simultaneously
deciding not to call or think
of himself a Christian.
The principal point of Moriarty's article, it seems, was
the question presented at
the end. After the Christian
asked, “Is it wrong, then, to
anticipate going to heaven?”
the non-Christian responded
by asking the Christian, “No,
not at all, but here is the question you have to ask yourself:
Would you still be a Christian
if there were no heaven?”
I assume the purpose of
the inquiry was to highlight
whether a Christian’s primary reason(s) for choosing to
be a Christian are sound and
scriptural ones.
Maybe the question could
be posed in a slightly different way: Are you a Christian merely to use God as a
mechanism to achieve a certain end (heaven) and avoid
another (hell)?
To answer the question
Moriarty's dialogue raised, I
would say, “Absolutely not.”
But I would not say so without some important, preliminary qualifications.
To begin with, I would suggest Moriarty's inquiry, in the
very asking of the question,
undermines the purpose of
the question.
If there were no heaven,
then the Bible would contain
(extremely damaging and
irrecoverable) falsified accounts of heaven. And if the
Bible were so severely misleading — or, in other words,
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TU sweeps MCC opener

Trojans defeat Grace twice, boost season record to 11-7

By Ryan Schmucker
Contributor
The Trojans baseball team
opened their Mid-Central
Conference schedule Saturday against Grace College on
Taylor’s home field with two
wins led by strong defensive
performances.
While the Trojan bats have
been hot all year, game one
was a pitchers' duel.
Senior Mike Bentley got
the start for Taylor (11-7, 2-0
MCC) and earned his third
win of the season (3-1) as
Taylor won 1-0.
Bentley had a solid day on
the mound, and the infield
played errorless baseball
behind him as he threw all
seven innings for the Trojans,
allowing just two hits and
shutting out Grace's offense.
Taylor’s
offense
was
equally silent, only producing one run on six total hits.
Freshman Travis Lee drove
in fellow freshman Nate Hillery on an RBI groundout in
the third inning to record the
only run in the game.
Taylor picked up its offense
in game two, putting six runs
on the board to pull out to an
early 6-3 lead over the Lanc-

ers. Taylor added two more
runs in the sixth to earn the
win with a final score of 8-3.
Senior Tad Litwiller, Bentley
and sophomore Matt Maple
each collected two hits to
lead the Trojans for the game,
while the team as whole collected 12 hits.
Freshman pitcher Ryan
Boden collected his third win
of the season (3-1) for Taylor,
as he threw four innings in
the game. Boden gave up a
total of two earned runs on
five hits while striking out
two of the Lancers' hitters.
Senior Chris Nycz came
on in the fifth inning and
held the Lancers scoreless
in the final three innings to
close out the game and get
the save.
The Trojans originally
planned to play MCC-opponent Marian on Thursday,
but the game ended due to
rain midway through the
fourth inning with the Trojans down 2-0.
Taylor won the MCC Tournament Championship in
2006 and earned a berth in
the Region VIII tournament.
The Trojans' goal this year is
to win the conference outright and head into the Re-

File Photo by Timmy Huynh

Taylor senior Mike Bentley pitches for the Trojans in Taylor's loss against Indiana Tech on March 13.

gion VIII tournament with a
top seed.
Thus far in the season,
Litwiller (.410) and Bentley
(.431) are tied for the lead in
hits with 25 each. Litwiller
hits third in the Trojan bat-

ting order, while Bentley
regularly fills the cleanup
spot. Taylor is hitting .319
as a team over their first 18
games while holding opponents to a .291 average. Bentley, along with Boden and

freshman Landon Good all
share the team lead for pitching wins on the season with
three each.
Nycz leads the team in the
save category with three on
the year. This year, Taylor’s

Men's lacrosse defeats Grove City, Rose-Hulman
By Brian Laing
Staff Writer
Taylor’s men’s lacrosse
team proved its solidarity
with two revitalizing wins
this past week.
The team’s determination,
caused by the Trojans’ loss
to Calvin the previous week,
accomplished exactly what
junior Co-Captain Brent
Moeller had hoped it would.
“It really shocked us into
reality,” Moeller said. “Our
team had an entirely different
attitude in practice because
we realized what needed to
be done to execute.”
Taylor (2-1, 2-0 Central
Collegiate Lacrosse Association) had a shaky start in Saturday’s game against conference-opponent Grove City.
Grove City came out
strong in the first quarter,
scoring three goals, but by
the second half, the Trojans
had fought back, taking a 54 lead.
Taylor’s play in the third
and fourth quarters met the
expectations of Coach Jason Krueger, as the Trojans
scored four goals each period
while Grove City only managed to sneak two more past
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Trojans' junior defenseman Jared Harkins takes the ball from a Grove City attackment in Taylor's
game against Grove City Saturday. The men's lacrosse team won 13-6.

Taylor’s defense. The Trojans
won 13-6.
“Starting off 1-0 in our
conference is big for us,” senior Co-Captain Jason Kistler said. “Grove City played
hard, but our defense really

played well today. [Defensemen junior] Jared Harkins
and [senior] Ryan Spencer
played especially well. Ryan
pushed the ball up field very
well, and Jared is just a stud.
We put him on their best at-

tackmen, and it was game
over for that kid.”
A plethora of penalties on
both teams kept play proceeding rapidly. In the second quarter, Taylor’s defense
found itself down three men,

but Moeller assisted senior
Co-Captain Joel Mostad on
his second goal of the game
after receiving a long pass
from Harkins.
The team traveled Tuesday to Heritage Christian
Academy in Indianapolis to
play Rose-Hulman Institute
of Technology on the field
where the Trojans lost their
first game against Calvin.
The team took advantage of
its second chance, however,
and the Heritage Christian
field saw a winning Trojans
team as Taylor cruised to an
easy 16-2 victory after jumping out to a 5-0 lead in the
first quarter.
“Ultimately, [the game
against Rose-Hulman] was
a chance to practice plays
against a defense that was
not anticipating them,” Mostad said. “We were also
able to work in some of our
more inexperienced players
that usually don’t get a lot
of game time. The real challenge will be playing Dayton
at home this Saturday.”
Dayton is ranked in the
top five lacrosse teams nationally in Division B of the
CCLA, the same division as
the Trojans.

pitching staff has maintained
a cumulative 3.49 ERA.
Taylor plays 1 p.m. Saturday at Marian and 1 p.m.
Tuesday at St. Francis.
The Trojans host St. Francis at 1 p.m. Thursday.

Trojans Sports
(Home games in bold)

Track

(Men)
1st of 5, Wabash Relays
(Women)
3rd of 5, Wabash Relays
Upcoming events:
Saturday
at Wittenberg Invitational
Springfield, Ohio 10 a.m.

Baseball

(11-7, 2-0)
W, 1-0 Grace
W, 8-3 Grace
Siena Heights canceled
Marian postponed (rain)
Upcoming games:
Saturday
at Marian 1 p.m.
Tuesday
at St. Francis 1 p.m.
Thursday
St. Francis 1 p.m.

Softball

(1-5)
Anderson postponed (rain)
Upcoming games:
Saturday
Tiffin 3 p.m.
Monday
at Siena Heights 3 p.m.
Thursday
at St. Francis 3 p.m.

Outdoor track starts strong at Wabash Relays
By Anna Daniels
Staff Writer
The Taylor track teams
competed at the Wabash Relays Saturday in their first
meet of the outdoor season.
The men’s team took first
out of five teams with 144
points, 11 points ahead of
Wabash, while the women’s
team placed third in its fiveteam meet.
The men’s distance medley relay team of junior Ryan
Gregory, sophomore Chris
Leman and freshmen Andrew Budd and David Brooks
placed first with a time of 11
minutes, 8.94 seconds.
“It wasn’t what we were
shooting for from a time per-

Sports

spective, but we put forth the
effort,” Brooks said. “Everybody ran hard; that’s what
matters in the end.”
Brooks, Leman and Budd
also ran in the 4x800 relay,
along with freshman Jeff
Hubley. The team placed
third with a time of 8:14.57.
Brooks said the team was
disappointed its outdoor
time was slower than its indoor time.
“An [8:14.57] at the first
outdoor meet, [though], is
nothing to be ashamed of,”
he said. “We gave it everything we had.”
In the 4x400 event, Gregory, sophomore Andy Marston and freshmen Dave Voss
and Brad Wetherell took first

with a time of 3:24.10.
“It was awesome to take
first; it was a good confidence builder going into
the season,” Wetherell said.
“It was good to see that improvement from the indoor
season. We have a long way
to go, but it’s a good start.”
Voss took first in the 400meter hurdles.

"It was good to see
that improvement
from the indoor
season."
-Brad Wetherell-

In the field events, sophomore Mark Beckford and
freshman Jason Crist took
first and second, respectively,

in the triple jump.
Beckford
also
placed
fourth in the javelin throw,
while junior Jordan Beck
earned second place. Junior
Drew Cowan and freshman
Sam Elmore placed first and
second, respectively, in the
discus throw.
The women’s team had
several second-place finishes, including the 4x800 team
of freshmen Alyssa Hartman,
Tabitha Bogue and Alyssa
Johnson and junior Becky
Hegelein, which finished in
10:26.44.
“The competition was really strong. They ran well,
[and] that helped us to run
well,” Bogue said. “It [is]
good to know where I need

to make changes ... [and] to
have the first outdoor meet
under my belt.”
Bogue and Hegelein, along
with junior Vanessa Fereshetian and sophomore Hannah
Tabb, also placed second in
the 4x400 in 4:31.36.
Fereshetian was pleased
with her 1:08.95 second-place
finish in the 400 hurdles.
“For the first meet of the
year, I was really excited [because] it was pretty close to
my best time last year,” Fereshetian said.
Coach Ted Bowers called
Fereshetian's perfomance in
the hurdles her best race of
the day.
Senior Amanda Jackson
earned a personal record in

the pole vault by clearing 9
feet, beating her previous
height of 8-6 and taking first
in the event.
“I definitely enjoy competing, but you always want to
do better and look ahead,”
she said. “There’s always
room for improvement.”
Junior Elise Knapp placed
second in the 5,000 with
19:25.26, and Hartman also
placed second in the discus
throw with 30.10.
The sprint medley team
of Fereshetian, Tabb, freshman Lizzy Hawn and junior
Kelsey Randall finished third
in 2:03.19.
The teams travel to Springfield, Ohio, next weekend for
the Wittenberg Invitational.

